EARLY   CASTILIAN   VOYAGES   TO   WEST   AFRICA   227
notwithstanding that we should have made a grant of the fifths
and rights belonging to us, or of any part or parcel whatsoever
thereof, to our lord admiral or to any other great knight or pre-
late whatsoever of our kingdoms and lordships; for which pur-
pose we shall grant you full power so that you may, and you
shall, yourself appoint him who may exercise your authority for
this purpose, or you shall depute through your procurator in
your name in each of the caravels and ships which shall thus
navigate in Guinea to trade or as a war fleet, as is said, a clerk
who may exercise that same power and authority as we give you
and you exercise and would exercise if you were present there;
since we are sure of the fidelity and respect which you always
showed in our service, we further command you to appoint such
qualified persons as clerks to go in each and every of the ships
and canivels as will faithfully discharge the said office of clerk-
ship, even as you yourself would discharge it, if you were
present; and we command that the clerk, whom you appoint in
each ship, shall be given that share, which, according to the
customary usage in such ships, is wont to be given, allotted and
assigned to him who bears the charge and office of clerk. And
furthermore, we desire that you exercise the said authority,
which we thus give and grant you, so freely and entirely that,
if there should happen to sail for the said parts of Guinea to
trade, or as a war fleet, or under any other colour or pretext, any
ship and caravel, which does not carry a clerk appointed by you,
according to the tenor of this present authority, before us and
before the members of our council and before any judge whatso-
ever of the cities and towns and houses of our kingdoms and
lordships, you may prosecute the captain and master and pilot,
and any other person whatsoever, who shall have presumed to
navigate through our seas to sail in Guinea and in the ports and
rivers and bays thereof, without carrying with him the clerk,
whom you wished to be deputed and nominated there for you
to keep watch over, and have knowledge of, the fifths and rights
due and belonging to us; and, if you suspect that they act con-
trary to this authority which we give you, we desire you, by
virtue of this present authority which we give you, to cause the
ships, and the goods which may come therein, to be placed